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Town of Henniker 
Henniker Land Use Office 
18 Depot Hill Road 
Henniker, New Hampshire 03242 
Phone: (603) 428-3221 / Fax: (603) 428-4366/ Email: info@henniker.org 

TRENCH PERMIT POLICIES AND LICENSING REQUIREMENTS 

The purpose of this policy is to provide a uniform procedure throughout the Town for review of submissions and 
issuance oftrench permits. All work shall be in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 236, Section 9-12 of the 
NH Revised Statues AIll1otated. 

In areas where the pavement is to be excavated it shall be neatly and uniformly cut with square edges by machine at 
each side of all trenches. Every precaution shall be used to prevent undermining the remaining pavement, utilizing 
shoring procedures as required to prevent cave-in and to protect the remaining pavement. It is recommended that all 
trenching conform to OSHA regulations. Any undermined areas that inadvertently develop shall have the projecting 
pavement cut square and removed. Excavation and handling of material shall be performed in a maIll1er which will 
minimize disturbance beyond the trench limits. Any blasting shall be performed only by a blasting technician licensed 
by the State of New Hampshire. Necessary arrangements shall be made by the requesting party for coordination of 
protecting overhead wires. 

All other excavation shall be performed in a maIll1er which will produce the minimum possible safe width of 
disturbed area. Sheeting shall be used as required to prevent cave-in. 

Within the paved areas (as described in NH Department ofTransportation Standard Specifications), material equal to 
the existing gravel course shall be placed in layers not exceeding twelve (12) inches loose depth and thoroughly 
compacted. A minimum of twelve (12) inches of one and a half (1.5) inch crushed bank run gravel will be placed 
immediately below pavement. An approved bituminous material shall be placed and carefully graded and rolled to the 
adjacent pavement grade. 

In other areas the present surface type shall be restored by placing similar material on top oftrench to a depth equal 
to that existing before excavation. Any existing grass land additionally shall be fertilized and re-seeded with like 
vegetation that must grow and flourish. Any asphalt or concrete sidewalk shall have surfaces of equal depth, kind and 
quality placed. 

Suitable unrestricted ingress and egress to properties abutting the highway shall be maintained at all times. Two-way 
traffic on nights, weekends and holidays shall be maintained at all times. Sidewalk traffic shall be provided for by means 
of an alternate protected route if sidewalk is blocked due to work being done. 

Traffic must be maintained dUring the performance of the work. Any detours must be planned and agreed to by the 
Town ofHenniker. Work zones shall be protected by suitable barricades, standard warning and advance warning signs, 
flags during the day, and proper lighting at night, as described in the Manual for Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 
Uniformed special traffic officers or flag persons shall be provided whenever two-way traffic cannot be maintained, and 
at the request of the Chief of Police, during any time that he/she deems them necessary for the protection of the public. 

, 
NOTE: Every effort should be m4de to route diverted traffic with well-marked lanes. Qualifications offlag persons may 
be required by the ChiefofPoliceII Should a uniformed police officer be required for traffic control, arrangements must 
be made through the Chief of P ice. All signs shall be kept in good repair at all times. (See Traffic Course Sheet 
attached.) 
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All work zone and traffic contror zoneplans must be approved by the Town ofHenniker prior to work starting. They 
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must be adhered to or all work 'fill cease as public safety is ofprime importance and takes precedence. 
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NOTE: Any repairs, replaceme~ts or corrections to traffic control zones required for public safety will be made by the 
Town of Henniker at a cost to t~e applicant of 125% for materials, labor, and any and all other costs incurred by the 
Town of Henniker. Work willlnot continue until payment has been received in full and accepted by the Town of 
Henniker, or unless allowed to p~oceed for safety reasons by the Board of Selectmen. 

During weekends, holidays ~d non-work days, and during the hours the job is inactive, a standby crew shall be 
available in case they are needed,as agreed after review with the Town ofHenniker for the protection and nlaintenance of 
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traffic. One or more telephone npmbers, which will reach the standby crew, shall be furnished to the following people: 
• Chief of Police� Ii 
• Highway superintenderl;t 
•� Fire Chief Ii� 
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Any future surface distortiod: along the trench lines, due to settlement or other causes attributable to the construction 
shall be corrected as required durfg the period ofthree (3) years following the acceptance ofthe project by the Owners, 
based upon a mutually agreed uPfn record of the road system disturbance (photos, measurements, etc.). 
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I/we, the contractor/owner, ~gree to save hamlless the Town of Helmiker fronl any and all claims arising from the 
construction of the work, or frolfp trench settlement or other deficiencies of the construction attributable to the said 
construction for a period ofthre~l (3) years following the acceptance of the project by the owners. 
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I/we, the contractor, agree toj;assume such additional cost as the Town ofHenniker may incur by reason offailure to 
perform this work in the manner prescribed above and in accordance with said plans and specifications, and are familiar 
with the penalty imposed by NH I~.S.A. Chapter 236, Section 14, and amendments thereto. 
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Said permission may be conqitioned upon the filing with the Selectmen ofa Performance Bond or acceptable surety 
to secure the repair of said roadsJ: streets or highways damaged as a result of said operations in any amount and surety 
sufficient to cover the estimated cpsts ofrepairs as determined by the Town ofHenniker. Said bond shall be approved by 
the Town and conditioned upon t~e completion and guarantee ofsaid repairs within a period specified by the Selectmen 
and expressed in said bond. II 
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I/we, the contractor/owner, ~gree to save harmless the Town ofHenniker fronl any and all claims arising from the 
construction of applied property I,and its appurtenances. A certificate of insurance shall be provided to the Town of 
Henniker. It nlust be in full forc~ throughout work scheduled and must name the Town of Henniker as an additional 
insured party for any clainls that jnay arise from the work/actions resulting from the area covered by this permit. 
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Permission for the above-de~cribedconstruction is granted, subject to the instructions, regulations, conditions and 
agreements above. It is void andllto no effect pending filing of said Surety Bond with the Selectmen of Henniker. 

In case of an emergency that i:requires excavation of any street or sidewalk in town, the following must be notified: 
Henniker Police, Fire Department, Highway Department, Cogswell Spring Water Works, Wastewater Treatnlent Plant, 
and Dig Safe. The following busipess day a complete Trench Permit must be filled out and all ofthe conditions must be 
met. 

LICENSING REQUIREMENTSi 

In accordance with the provjsions ofNH R.S.A. Chapter 231, Sections 160-182, and amendments thereto, any 
person, co-partnership or corpora~iondesiring to erect or install any telegraph, television, telephone, electric, light and 
electric power poles and structurels, and underground or pole supported conduits and cables, must also obtain a license 
from the Henniker Board of Sele~tmen. 
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TRENCH PERMIT APPLICATION 
Town of Henniker, New Hampshire 

Contact Person: Phone number:-H+- _ 

Company Name: --1+I--~-----------~---------------

Mailing Address: _---tH-

In signing the following ou the said contractor/owner (name) 
__________----H+­ (address) agree to 
conform to the terms, provisio s, instructions, and regulations issued by the Town ofHenniker in the previous 
policies. 

Certificate of Insurance to be provided before work begins. The Town of Henniker is to be named as an� 
additional insured for each lo( ation as it applies to this project.� 
Company Affording Coverag(� 

In accordance with the proviso Dns of Chapter 236, Section 9-12, of the NH Revised Statutes Annotated, and 
~endme~sfu~cto,pe~~sim~reque~ed~d~tu~fue:----------------
in the Town of Henniker for t le purpose of: _ 

Location of work to be done: 

Maximum length of trench to >e open at one time shall not be more than __ feet and not more than __ 
feet left open at night. 

IAD An attach~entof the 1 sketch of the work to be done is necessary. f",,.,'r:lIllI1r\n 

Work to begin: 
Work to conclude: 

Dig Safe Approval No. --*ii------ Date approved: _ 

S~n~re~~prov~repre~W~~own~ _ 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
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Highway Superintendent :: 
Ii 

Cogswell Spring Water Work' 'I Superintendent 

W~tewater ~reatment Plant S:r!perintendent 

Chief ofPohce :1 

Uniformed officer require~: Y N at a rate of $� 
Flag person required: ,I y= N=� 

Fire Chief ;1 

Town Administrator 

Date issuedPermit # ----------/ttt-- --------­
I 

Amended by th~ Town ofHen~iker, Boa~ o!f Selectmen 11/03/87, 08/06/91, 07/30/92, 09/15/92, 03/25/99, 7/27/04 

S:\Trench Pernnts\trench permit 2004oct01 ! 
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